Nadya's Russian Interpretation

This booklet is of the philosophy
that you can not learn something unless
the information is provided to you.

This booklet is packed with about
two years worth of language learning.
Don’t let it’s size fool you. It takes
time to learn a language. While you
can expect to be able to communicate
to some degree in about three months,
you won'’t likely master all of what’s in
this booklet for about two years.

You must be aware that there is a
risk of being overwhelmed, by the
amount of knowledge in this booklet.
You must pace yourself. Learn it
slowly, not all at once.

Take it easy, pace vourself, learn
only little bits at a time, and you’ll be
fine. Remember, two years for this tiny
little booklet. You CAN do it!

Copyright©2003 by Tony Bondhus
All rights reserved,

Hard and Soft Consonants

si=Ha €=10 ="y €=HU3

If you ask a russian language teacher,
the vowels n € 10 & e all lose the ii (y)
sound when proceeded by a consonant.
Instead, the consonant will take on a
different sound (called soft consonant).

I will explain this differently. I say these
vowels do not lose that sound, but rather
the y sound is said so fast that it litterally
becomes mixed in with the proceeding
consonant. For example, if you say “pat”
you will notice that you don’t use your
tounge for the p sound. If you say “ya”
vou do need your tounge for the y sound.
Now position your tounge, as if to say
“ya”, but say “pat” instead. Trv to
shorten this y sound as much as you can,
so it is barely noticeable, but does exist.

The vowel m doesn’t start witha y
sound, but notice that your tounge is in a
similar position when you say it.

The soft sign b is said to have no
sound, however it affects the proceeding
consanent the way s € 1o e & u do.
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Russian Alphabet
Aa water o p
B6 b Pp r(rdrdrdrdr..)
B ¥ Cc s
An d Tt t
Ee yellow Vy goose
Eé yoyo o) f
(often written Xx (see below)
as e, not &) Mu its
Xk vision Uy cheese
33 z IIm  she
HUu bee Mlw shield

Wit v (consonant) B (hardsign)

Kx k BbI®l diphthong
On 1 bistro, Buena Vista
MM m bp (soft sign)
Hu n 33 edward

Qo \_vgter or 0w you

if stressed boat Sla yonder

English H can substitute for Russian X,
but isn’t perfect. Position your tongue as
if to make a K sound, but with no percus-
sion. Similar to the hiss of a snake.

Learning a language requires lots of
practice. Whenever and wherever you
have a moment to spare, you should try
to build a sentence. With that in mind,
this booklet is designed small and
complete enough to be there whenever
you need it to answer some question
that might come up.

It is very difficult until you reach a
point where you have enough common
words, and enough knowledge of
sentence structure, that you can hold
simple conversations.

Believe it or not, this booklet, small
as it is, provides enough information to
get you to that point. From your first
word, to you second year of study, this
booklet will be there for you.

Most English/Russian dictionaries
do not contain necessary information
regarding verb models, preposition
cases, etc. Only the really good
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dictionaries contain such information,
and even those rarely contain much of
the information in this booklet. They
assume that you already know this.
That’s where this booklet comes in.

Perhaps the most important words
for you to know, are the pronouns.
The word for °I" is “5’. The word for
‘you’ is either ‘rbl’ or ‘Bbl’. In
English, the word ‘you’ can be either
singular or plural.

In Russian, ‘Te1’ is informal singular
(something you’d say with friends and
family), and ‘Bor” is plural and formal
singular. Feel free to use only ‘oI’
until you get familiar with the language.

‘He’ is ‘on’, ‘she’ is ‘ona’ and ‘1t’ is
‘oHo’. The word for ‘we’ is ‘mbl1’.
Finally, the word for ‘they’ is ‘oHu’.

Russian language uses many suffixes
(word endings). Much of what English

The four past tense endings are
common to all Russian verbs, so they
are easy. The present tense endings are
not common to all. To make things
easier, they are grouped into “models”.
All the verbs which belong to a given
model have the same six present tense
endings in common.

Depending on your dictionary, it
might list verb model information
differently than in this booklet, as in the
example below.

(" An example of a dictionary verb definition

Infinitive Endin
Noun Case
Ba7 Verb »_/\dodel Info. /

BOHA|Th, 10, impf. 1. (+i.) to stink,
reek (of); Bech 10M ~eT yecHoKOM the
whole house reeks of garlic.

Figure 1
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uses word order for, Russian uses
suffixes for. Word order in Russian is
almost meaningless by comparison.

Russian verbs change endings,
depending on the subject noun or
pronoun. English does this a little also.

In English, we have two present
tense endings. Usually on the subjects
‘he’, “she’, and ‘it’, we add an ‘s’ to
the verb (I run, he runs). English has
only one past tense (I ran), one
command (RUN!!!), and infinitive form
(for infinitives, we simply add the word
‘to” before the verb ).

In the following pages, you’ll see
verb models 1 through 9. This is
because Russian is a little more
complicated in this area. In Russian,
verbs have six different present tense
endings, four past tense endings, one
infinitive ending, and two command
endings.

Infinitive Ending

In dictionaries, verbs are always
shown in the infinitive form. In
English, infinitive form is created by
adding the word “to” before the word,
as you see in the definition “to stink”.
Model Info.

The model information you see only
‘10’, from which you must know the
rest of the endings are ~emn, ~eT, ~eMm,
~ete, and ~to1. This means, if you
want to say “I stink™, you’d say 4l
BoHsAI™. The dictionary gave you that
ending. Now, if you’d say “You
stink”, you’d say “Tbl BOHSIELL”
(informal singular) or “Bbl BoHsere™
(plural or formal).

As you can see, the ending of the
verb depends on it’s subject noun. As
you know, a verb is an action. The
subject noun, is the object which is
performing the action.
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The types of subject nouns you
might use with your verb in present
tense, in the order you’d see them in a
good dictionary, are as follows:

First - “I”, 1 run, [ jump, etc.
Second - “you” (informal singular).
you run (one person running), etc.
Third - “he™, “she”, or “it”. He runs,
she jumps, it falls, a car speeds etc.
Fourth - “we”. We run, we jump, etc.
Fifth - “you™ (formal or plural).
You run (several people running or
one or more strangers).
Sixth - “they”. They run, people jump,
cars speed, etc.

This corresponds to the order of
endings that [ mentioned earlier - ~to,
~ellb, ~eT, ~eM, ~eTe, and ~10T. 6
different endings, corresponding to the
six different types of subjects, and
always listed in that order.

< Example
words
Six
examples

six
subject
nouns

six
verb
endings

Toi command form\

Bet command form

J
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These are all present tense endings.
Past tense has only four endings, and
they are common to all verbs. Your
dictionary expects you to know the
past tense endings also.

The past tense endings are ~n (for
all males and “masculine nouns”, ~na
(for all females and “feminine nouns”,
~no (for “neutral nouns”), and ~mm (for
all plural nouns).

Future tense (for all imperfect aspect
verbs) is created using the word ‘Gb1Tb’
with it’s present tense ending. This is
like saying “I will run, they will run”.
The word ‘6eite’ means ‘will’. The
verb that follows always has it’s
infinitive ending. “f Gyny Gexarb, oHH
oymyT Geskath”. See verb model § for
more on this,

Verb Model 1

3Ha(th) moBTOpsi(Th) Oose(Th)
to know to repeat to be ill

Present (imperfect) or Future (perfect)

P 10 3HAO
ThI €lIb 3HaclIb
0 H( a, 0) erT 3HAET
MBI €M 3HacM
BbI  €TE 3HAeTe
oHu  IOT 3HAIOT
Command form: ii(Te) 3Halii(Te)

(Note - This is the most common model.
Some models listed you may not wish to
learn, as some are quite rare.)

Past (for all models, remove ending -Th)

OH J 3HaJa
OHa Ja 3Hana
OHO JIo 3HAJ0
OHH JIH 3HATH
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Verb Model 2
cri(atb) moBTOP(MTH) BHA(ETH)
to sleep to repeat to see

Present (imperfect) or Future (perfect)

s 10/y  BUKY
Tbl ~ WIOb  BUIMIIb
on(a,0)  WT BUIUT
MBI UM BUUM
BbI HUTEC BUIOUTE

OHM  AT/ar  BUOAT

Command form: u(Te) Buau(Te)
Additional rules for this model

For words ending with the following
letters, the a form has the following

changes.
0 -- 0o C-- my
M -- TUTEO 3 -- Ky
M -- MJIIO T == Ty
¢ -- pmo I -- Ky
Verb Model 4
ex(aTb) nuc(ath)
to go to write
5 y eny
Tl  €llb  €lellb
oH(a,0) €T ener
MBI €M eleM

BBl  €TE enere
OHM YT enyT

Command form: u enu(te)

Additional rules for this model

For words ending with the following
letters, the following changes (example
exarts becomes ey, cactub, etc.).

C-- 1 CK -- IIT

X -1 c--1

3 -- 3K T--4 Or 111
K--4 M -- M
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Verb Model 3
TaHu(esars)  konup(oBaTh)
to dance to copy
s VIO KOMHUPYHO
Tbl  Yellb  KOTMHpYELIb
oH(a,0) YeT  KOMHUPyeT
Mbl YEM  KOTIHpYeM
Bbl  YETE  KOIUpyeTre
OHM YT  KOIHPYHOT

Command form: yii(te) kommpyii(Te)

Command form note
When to use “re” ending.

For all command forms, in situations where
you’d use the word “Bur”, include the “re”
ending. These would be situations where
you are talking to a stranger, an elder, or
more than one person. You may wish to
use the “1e” ending for all situations until
you become familiar with the language.

Verb Model 5
OTHOXH(YTh) MPOCH(YTh)Cst
to rest to wake up
A y MPOCHYCh
Tl  €lIb  NPOCHELILCS
oH(a,0) €T NpOCHETCS
Mbl €M mpOCHEéMCs
Bbl €T€  mpocHETECH
OHH YT  TPOCHYTCH

Command form: u(te) npocuu(Te)crh

Misc. Data

(placed here to save space)

After these letters r K X  m 4 m, when
requested to add w1 add instead m.

(no 1) ceba® cede’ cebs' ceboit® cede’ self
k10! KOro® KoMmy' koro' mem® xom® who
uto' uero® uemy® uro’ uem® uEm® where
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Verb Model 6A Verb Model 6B
Mo(4b) ne(up) ne(ub) Te(ub)
to be able to lay (down) to bake to leak
A ry  Mory ' s Ky nexy
Tel  JKelllb MOKeLlb Thl  4éwb Me4éub
oH(a, 0) KE€T  MOXKET oH(a, 0) ‘Iel“ rlet{?"r
MblI KEM  MOKEM MbI HEM  MIe4YEM
Bbl  JKETE  MOXKETe Bbl  uéTe rmneuére
OHHU ryT  MOIYT OHHU KYyT  TEKyT

Command form: kwu(Te)

Additional rules for this model

Past tense as follows:

MOKH(TE)

M(0ub) n(eun)
Mor Jér
MOrJia jerna
MOIJIO JIerno
MOTJIH Jerau
Verb Model 7A
u(aru) noi(tr) yi(Tu)
to go to go to leave
s ay nny
TbI OEIb  WOEIb
oH(a,0) O€r  MOeT
MBI AcM HacM
BBl  J€TE uaere
OHM  OyT  HUIOYT

Command form: i(Te) wau(Te)

Additional rules for this model
Past tense as follows:

(umrn)  mo(itn)  y(iiTH)
én TIOLIEN yiien
1a noijia yuuia
I1J10 MOLLJIO YILILIO
LLLTH MOLIJIH YULIH

Command form for MOMTH is MO LIITH.
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Commandform: gy(te) nexu(te)

Additional rules for this model

Past tense as follows

(see also 6A):

rn(e4n)
Méx
nekna
MEKJIO
MEeKJIU
Verb Model 7B
Hec(tu)  pact(n)
to carry, bear to grow
s y Hecy
Tel  ElIb HeCELIb
oH(a,0) €r HECET
MBI €M HEeCEM
BbI ére HecéTe
OHH yT HECYT

Command form: y(Te) Hecu(Te)

Additional rules for this model

Past tense as follows:

Hec(TH)
Hec
Hecsa
HECIo
HECIH
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p(actu)
poc
pocna
pocino
pociu
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Case Information
Case 1. Subject
Case 2: Ownership & prepositional
Case 3: Addressee & prepositional
Case 4: Object & movement prep.
Case 5: Instrument & prepositional
Case 6: Prepositional phrases

I' want"*® money* for gas’™.

You' want"™® to come™ with me"™"?
mver’a(conmﬁand form) m.? M4-

She! gM\:m-h him?® 30 dollarg™™e,
He' thinks"“® about her* often*".
He' wants' fresh green peas®.

1" will"®® give™ him® some*.
Today', he' went"™® there®.

On friday™™, I' was"" in Kiev"".
The ball*, I' caught”*®.

** Note, there’s 2 possessive systems.
Her*¥ money. (adjective like forms)
Money Tammy®. (also possessive)

* K
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